The Tile Pictures of Taniuchi Rokuro
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Taniuchi Rokuro was known as a painter of nostalgia. He painted sentimental scenes of the Showa
era, or childhood vignettes that were lodged in his heart. He is well known for his works that were
featured on the cover of the magazine “Shukan Shincho,” entertaining the public for 26 years
beginning in 1956.

Already a popular painter, for two years beginning in 1963 Taniuchi was commissioned to create tiles
depicting scenery of the seasons for the cover of “Inadayori,” the monthly publicity magazine of Ina
Seito*. A total of 24 of his tile pictures depicting seasonal tableaux appeared in the magazine along
with short essays about the theme of the magazine or current events.

Taniuchi’s works are full of his sense of the seasons. Using the tile itself as the background, he used
other tiles of various shapes and colors, along with different media such as thick paper, wood
veneer, and thin sheets of plastic to create a layered three-dimensional effect.

This exhibition introduces Taniuchi’s tile pictures that adorned the cover of “Inadayori,” focusing on
ten of his works from the collection of the Taniuchi Rokuro Pavilion at the Yokosuka Museum of Art.
In addition, we present related materials such as samples and catalogs of tiles made by Ina Seito.

As part of commemorating the 100th anniversary of the founding of Ina Seito, we hope you will enjoy
experiencing one page of our history - the series of tile pictures created by Taniuchi Rokuro.
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